Category #2: Response to television shows or other fiction stories that portray the laboratory profession incorrectly/incompletely.

I am a clinical laboratory professional, one of 300,000 in this country who design, perform and maintain the quality assurance for the BILLIONS of clinical lab tests which get done each year for diagnosis and treatment decisions. With all of the health shows on TV these days, I am
always on the lookout for how my profession and colleagues are being portrayed. 
Recently, an episode on ER had Dr. Green in a flashback while treating a young boy. He was asking why a complete blood count (CBC) was taking so long. A nurse in his flashback said that "the lab" probably lost it "like they always do", and then held up a red-topped tube as the replacement sample she was sending to "the lab". Whoever you had as a consultant for this show should not get paid for it since the information was so inaccurate and misleading. 
First of all, it is a typical myth, according to the national Centers for Disease Control, to think that lab professionals are always responsible for delays in lab testing. And if the nurse was going to send that red-topped tube for the test, every lab professional in this country watching that would have groaned since that poor child's care would again be delayed (by the nurse!) since the sample was the totally wrong type needed for the test requested!
It also is a complete disservice to the general public (who, of course, believe everything they see on TV is true) to portray physicians as being able to do lab tests. Laboratory testing is not even something physicians learn in medical school, but have to pick up as "on the job training" when they're in their residency training. 
Bottom line is that the entertainment value of shows like ER is lost when they bring more anger and frustration to the hundreds of thousands of my professional colleagues who see their career belittled, falsely portrayed and ignored. 
The next time you or a loved one has to go for a cancer marker test or for a diagnosis of leukemia, you'd best hope a US-trained physician is NOT doing your lab tests, but a qualified clinical laboratory professional is! We would LOVE to contribute to the accuracy of these shows, and would welcome the opportunity to "Provide the Face" of the clinical laboratory. 
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